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LEGISLATIVE  PROPOSALS 

1983 


RECOMMENDATIONS 

H.72  AN  ACT  PROVIDING  FOR  EDUCATIONAL  EXPENDITURES 

This  legislation  is  designed  to  "earmark"  or  direct  the  expenditure  of  increased 
local  aid  received  by  cities  and  towns  so  that  the  public  schools  receive  an  equitable 
share  of  that  aid.  Any  local  aid,  distributed  under  existing  local  aid  provisions  or  any 
new  provisions,  which  represents  an  increase  over  the  amount  of  local  aid 
distributed  in  fiscal  year  1981,  is  subject  to  the  "earmarking"  requirement.  The  bill 
also  insures  that  public  school  budgets  do  not  bear  a  disproportionate  burden  of 
local  budget  cuts  in  those  communities  undergoing  budget  reductions  under 
Proposition  2V2.  School  budgets  may  not  be  reduced  by  a  percentage  sum  greater 
than  the  percentage  which  school  appropriations  were  of  total  local  appropriations 
during  fiscal  year  1981. 

H.73  AN  ACT  TO  EXTEND  TIME  TO  REIMBURSE  CITIES,  TOWNS  AND  REGIONAL 
SCHOOL  DISTRICTS  FOR  ENCAPSULATION,  REMOVAL  OR  CONTAINMENT  OF 
ASBESTOS  IN  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 

This  legislation  would  allow  the  Board  of  Education  to  continue  to  approve 
reimbursements  to  cities,  towns,  and  regional  school  districts  for  removal, 
encapsulation,  or  containment  of  friable  asbestos  in  public  schools.  Chapter  798  of 
the  Acts  of  1979  appropriated  two  million  dollars  in  the  capital  outlay  budget, 
available  for  five  years,  for  asbestos  abatement  projects  in  the  public  schools  of 
Massachusetts.  There  is  currently  1.38  million  dollars  of  the  original  two  million 
dollars  available  for  this  program.  This  legislation  is  designed  to  extend  the  time 
period  during  which  contracts  for  such  work  may  be  executed  to  June  30, 1985,  and 
to  extend  the  length  of  time  the  appropriation  is  available  to  June  30, 1986". 

H.74  AN  ACT  TO  IMPROVE  THE  SCHOOL  BUILDINGS  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH 

This  bill  is  designed  to  help  cities,  towns,  counties,  and  regional  school  districts 
improve  school  buildings  through  limited  projects  not  now  approvable  by  themselves 
under  the  School  Building  Assistance  Act,  provided  that  the  school  to  be  improved  is 
otherwise  able  to  support  a  modern  educational  program.  Such  projects,  as  specified 
in  the  bill,  include  projects  required  to  make  a  school  accessible  to  the  physically 
handicapped,  projects  required  to  rebuild,  reconstruct  or  replace  the  roof  of  a 
school  house  where  such  project  is  not  due  to  a  pattern  of  deferred  maintenance, 
projects  designed  to  make  a  school  building  more  energy  efficient,  projects  required 
to  eliminate  a  structural  safety  hazard,  or  to  provide  improvements  related  to  site. 

H.75  AN  ACT  PROVIDING  THAT  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS  WHICH  INCLUDE 
ONE  OR  MORE  MUNICIPALITIES  WITH  A  CITY  FORM  OF  GOVERNMENT  SHALL  BE 
SUBJECT  TO  THE  PROVISIONS  OF  GENERAL  LAW 

This  bill  will  insure  that  all  regional  school  districts  are  governed  by  the  same 
statutes.  At  present  there  are  12  regional  school  districts  that  were  established  under 
special  laws  because  their  membership  included  cities  as  well  as  towns.  The  existing 
provisions  of  General  Laws  Chapter  71,  which  authorize  establishment  and  operation 
of  regional  school  districts  (G.L.  c.71,  ss.  14-16D),  apply  to  towns,  but  not  to  cities. 
Therefore  special  legislation  was  required  at  the  time  of  organization  of  the  twelve 
regional  school  districts.  This  legislation  would  make  all  regional  school  districts 
subject  to  the  same  statutory  provisions. 


H.76  AN  ACT  TO  PROVIDE  FOR  TRANSFER  OF  SCHOOL  RECORDS  OF  PRIVATE 
SCHOOL  STUDENTS 

This  legislation  requires  those  private  secondary  educational  institutions  that 
close  to  forward  student  grade  transcripts  to  the  Department  of  Education.  The 
Department  would  maintain  the  transcripts,  as  well  as  provide  copies  to  former 
students  upon  request.  Presently,  there  is  no  statute  governing  the  maintenance  of 
student  transcripts  of  private  schools  that  close.  The  Department  of  Education  has 
received  requests  for  assistance  in  acquiring  copies  of  transcripts  from  former 
students  whose  school  is  no  longer  in  operation.  Students'  opportunities  to  continue 
career  or  educational  pursuits  have  been  jeopardized  because  of  their  inability  to 
produce  transcripts.  By  designating  the  Department  as  the  central  depository  for 
these  transcripts,  both  students  and  private  school  administrators  would  have  clearly 
defined  parameters  governing  the  transfer  of  these  transcripts. 

H.77  AN  ACT  RELATIVE  TO  THE  SUPPORT  OF  PUBLIC  EDUCATION 

This  legislation  would  amend  the  Chapter  70  State  Aid  formula  by  modifying  the 
"Save  Harmless"  or  minimum  guarantee  level  of  funding  and  increase  the  equity  of 
the  formula.  The  bill  would  reduce  the  guaranteed  state  aid  by  10  percent  each  year 
for  ten  years.  At  the  same  time,  the  bill  would  guarantee  that  each  community 
receive  at  least  15  percent  of  its  Chapter  70  weighted  costs.  This  proposal  would  allow 
more  of  the  annual  Chapter  70  appropriation  to  be  distributed  according  to  the 
equalizing  formula.  The  current  Chapter  70  legislation  does  not  permit  any 
reductions  in  the  minimum  guarantee  for  audit  exceptions,  increases  in  property 
valuation,  enrollment  decreases,  or  program  reductions.  This  legislation  would 
permit  reductions  in  the  minimum  guarantee  caused  by  the  reasons  cited  above. 

H.78  AN  ACT  RELATIVE  TO  THE  SALE  OR  LEASE  OF  A  SCHOOL 

This  legislation  will  provide  the  Commonwealth  with  a  method  of  reducing  or 
terminating  grant  payments  for  a  school  construction  project  if  the  building  for 
which  the  grant  payments  are  being  made  is  sold  or  leased.  Under  existing  law,  as 
interpreted  by  the  Attorney  General  on  August  4, 1981,  there  is  no  vehicle  that  would 
allow  the  Commonwealth  to  reduce  or  terminate  grant  payments  under  Chapter  645 
of  the  Acts  of  1948.  By  amending  Chapter  645,  this  legislation  permits  the  Board 
referred  to  in  the  proposed  bill  as  the  "commission"  to  reduce  or  terminate  grant 
payments  when  such  action  is  in  the  best  interests  of  the  Commonwealth.  This 
authority  is  needed  in  an  era  of  declining  enrollments  when  schools  are  being  closed 
and  communities  are  seeking  new  uses  for  empty  schools.  The  bill  requires  that  the 
net  proceeds  of  the  sale,  or  half  the  net  proceeds  of  the  lease  of  a  building,  be  applied 
to  the  unpaid  indebtedness  of  the  building.  In  the  1982  session  this  proposal  was 
H.6098. 


H.79  AN   ACT  RELATIVE  TO   CERTAIN   PERSONS   ENROLLED   IN   VOCATIONAL 
EDUCATION  PROGRAMS 

Currently,  several  vocational  schools  across  the  Commonwealth  offer  certificate 
or  degree-granting  programs  at  the  post-secondary  level  to  students  who  have 
graduated  from  high  school.  Nothing  in  law  now  provides  that  the  individual  may  be 
charged  for  this  type  of  education  in  contrast  to  similar  programs  offered  at 
community  colleges.  To  address  this  inequity,  this  legislation  provides  for  a  tuition 
fee  to  be  charged  to  the  attending  nonresident  student,  comparable  to  the  tuition 
rate  at  public  community  colleges.  The  city,  county  or  regional  school  district  that 
operates  the  program  will  receive  partial  reimbursement  from  the  Commonwealth 
for  their  expenses  through  the  aid  formula  contained  in  Chapter  70  of  the  General 
Laws.  This  bill  also  creates  an  additional  budget  line  item  under  which  districts 
serving  such  nonresident  pupils  have  reimbursement  entitlements  equal  to  the 
difference  between  approved  tuition  rates  and  the  sum  of  student  and  Chapter  70 
receipts.  In  the  1982  session  this  bill  was  H.6244. 


QHjs  (EnaramttsreaitJj  nf  iaJasaariiusstts        H.72 


IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  NINE  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-THREE 


AN  ACT       providing  for  educational 

EXPENDITURES 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows: 

SECTION  1.  Section  34  of  chapter  71  of  the  General  Laws,  as  most  recently  amended  by 
chapter  782  of  the  acts  of  1981,  is  hereby  further  amended  by  adding  at  the  end  thereof  the 
following  paragraph:- 

Notwithstanding  any  general  or  special  law  to  the  contrary,  in  any  city  or  town  in  which 
the  provisions  of  paragraph  (d)  of  section  twenty-one  C  of  chapter  fifty-nine  are 
applicable,  when  it  is  deemed  necessary  to  reduce  appropriations  for  the  support  of  public 
schools  below  the  amounts  appropriated  for  such  purposes  in  the  previous  fiscal  year,  such 
reduction  shall  not  exceed  the  amount  obtained  by  multiplying  the  following  two 
variables.  The  first  variable  shall  be  the  percentage  which  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
public  schools  represented  of  total  local  appropriations  in  the  city  or  town  during  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  thirtieth,  nineteen  hundred  and  eighty-one.  The  second  variable  shall  be 
the  amount  by  which  total  taxes  assessed  in  the  city  or  town  must  be  reduced  in 
accordance  with  paragraph  (d)  of  section  twenty-one  C  of  chapter  fifty-nine  in  the  fiscal 
year  in  question. 

SECTION  2.  Chapter  58  of  the  General  Laws  is  hereby  amended  by  adding  the  following 
section :- 

SECTION  18D.  Notwithstanding  any  general  or  special  law  or  charter  provision  to  the 
contrary,  in  any  fiscal  year  in  which  the  amounts  distributed  under  the  provisions  of 
sections  eighteen  A,  eighteen  B,  eighteen  C  or  of  any  other  local  aid  provision  which  the 
General  Court  may  from  time  to  time  establish  exceed  those  distributed  during  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  thirtieth,  nineteen  hundred  and  eighty-one,  such  increased  amounts 
shall  be  apportioned  among  the  various  accounts  of  local  expenditure.  Such  increased 
funds  shall  be  appropriated  for  the  support  of  the  local  public  school  district  and  for 
payments  to  any  regional  school  or  vocational  school  districts  of  which  the  city  or  town  is  a 
member  in  at  least  the  same  percentages,  respectively,  which  appropriations  for  school 
purposes  and  appropriations  for  payments  to  regional  and  vocational  school  districts,  if 
any,  were  of  total  local  appropriations  in  said  city  or  town  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  thirtieth,  nineteen  hundred  and  eighty-one.  Provided  further,  when  a  city  or  town 
has  provided  for  the  public  schools  through  a  local  and  regional  or  vocational  district,  the 
increased  funds  to  be  appropriated  for  the  support  of  the  schools  shall  be  apportioned 
among  such  local,  regional  and  vocational  districts  in  the  same  percentages,  respectively, 
which  the  appropriations  or  payments  for  each  of  the  school  districts  were  of  the  total 
expenditures  for  the  support  of  the  public  schools. 


A  regional  school  district  committee  may  revise  its  annual  budget  adopted  in 
accordance  with  sections  sixteen  (m)  and  sixteen  B  of  chapter  seventy-one  within  twenty- 
one  days  of  the  distribution  of  increased  local  aid,  as  provided  for  in  this  section,  and  may 
reapportion  the  regional  school  district  budget  so  approved  among  the  member 
municipalities  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  regional  district  agreement;  provided 
that  the  increased  amounts  so  apportioned  do  not  exceed  the  percentage  of  said  increased 
aid  that  the  member  municipality  must  spend  for  regional  school  purposes,  as  determined 
in  this  section.  If  the  recertification  is  made  after  the  annual  town  meeting,  the  amount 
recertified  shall  be  considered  an  amendment  to  the  amount  required  to  have  been 
appropriated  at  that  meeting  without  the  necessity  for  further  appropriation  by  the 
municipality. 

SECTION  3.  This  act  shall  affect  local  budgets  adopted  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July 
first,  nineteen  hundred  and  eighty-three  and  each  fiscal  year  thereafter. 


5h*  QJntttmntunraUh  uf  fHaHaarimsrtts       H.73 


IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  NINE  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-THREE 


AN  ACT       to  extend  time  to  reimburse 

CITIES,  TOWNS,  AND  REGIONAL  DISTRICTS  FOR 
ENCAPSULATION,  REMOVAL,  OR  CONTAINMENT 
OF  ASBESTOS  IN  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows: 

SECTION  1.  Item  1102-9804  of  section  2  of  chapter  798  of  the  acts  of  1979  is  hereby 
amended  by  striking  the  first  sentence  in  item  number  1102-9804  inserting  in  place  thereof 
the  following  sentence:- 

For  the  reimbursement  to  cities,  towns  and  regional  school  districts  for  the  removal, 
encapsulation  and  containment  of  asbestos  found  in  public  school  buildings;  provided, 
that  said  city,  town  or  regional  school  district  has  submitted  for  approval  an  application  and 
cost  estimate  to  the  state  board  of  education,  and  provided,  further,  that  said  removal, 
encapsulation  and  containment  has  been  conducted  in  accordance  with  procedures  set 
forth  by  the  special  legislative  commission  on  asbestos,  as  established  by  chapter  fifty-eight 
of  the  resolves  of  nineteen  hundred  and  seventy-five  and  by  chapter  fourteen  of  the 
resolves  of  nineteen  hundred  and  seventy-eight  or  by  the  Division  of  Occupational 
Hygiene;  and  provided,  further,  that  said  reimbursements  are  in  accordance  with  the 
estimates  approved  by  the  board  and  the  commission  and  are  for  work  contracted  prior  to 
June  thirtieth,  nineteen  hundred  and  eighty-five  and  that  the  appropriation  is  continued 
through  June  thirtieth,  nineteen  hundred  and  eighty-six. 


SI??  CUaaunmuusaitij  nf  iHaHHarhits^tts     H.74 


IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  NINE  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-THREE 


AN  ACT       to  improve  the  school 

BUILDINGS  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows: 

SECTION  1.  Section  5  of  chapter  645  of  the  acts  of  1948,  as  most  recently  amended  by 
chapter  329  of  the  acts  of  1980,  is  further  amended  by  adding  to  the  definition  of  "approved 
school  project"  the  following  new  sentence:- 

The  definition  of  approved  school  project  shall  also  include  a  capital  project  required  in 
the  judgment  of  the  commission  for  the  improvement  of  a  schoolhouse  or  central  kitchen 
when  general  reconstruction,  remodeling,  rehabilitation,  or  modernization  of  the 
schoolhouse  is  not  required  and  the  schoolhouse  or  central  kitchen  otherwise  meets  the 
standards  of  the  commission;  provided,  however,  that  the  contract  or  contracts  for  any 
such  project  is  awarded  on  or  after  January  the  first,  1982.  Application  shall  be  made  in  the 
case  of  projects,  the  construction  of  which  has  been  undertaken  before  the  effective  date 
of  this  act,  within  one  hundred  twenty  days  after  such  effective  date,  and  in  the  case  of  all 
other  projects,  before  construction  has  been  undertaken.  Improvement  of  a  schoolhouse 
shall  include,  but  shall  not  be  limited  to,  projects  required  to  make  a  school  accessible  to 
the  physically  handicapped,  projects  required  to  rebuild,  reconstruct,  or  replace  the  roof 
of  a  schoolhouse  where  such  project  is  not  due  to  a  pattern  of  deferred  maintenance,  for 
projects  designed  to  make  a  school  building  more  energy  efficient,  for  projects  required  to 
eliminate  a  structural  safety  hazard,  or  for  projects  designed  to  improve  the  drainage  or 
sewage  disposal  systems  on  the  site,  or  to  provide  site  improvements  related  to  physical 
education,  outdoor  education,  or  safety. 

SECTION  2.  Section  9  of  said  chapter  six  hundred  forty-five  as  most  recently  amended 
by  chapter  302  of  the  acts  of  1976  is  hereby  further  amended  by  adding  the  following  new 
clause:- 

(e)  The  total  construction  grant  for  a  school  improvement  project  as  defined  in  section  5 
of  the  act  shall  be  fifty  percent  of  the  final  approved  cost  of  such  project. 


Slf?  QJimmtnnm*altij  ax   MzBsnzhusttts       H.75 


IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  NINE  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-THREE 


An  ACT       providing  that  regional  school 

DISTRICTS  WHICH  INCLUDE  ONE  OR  MORE  MUNICIPALITIES 
WITH  A  CITY  FORM  OF  GOVERNMENT  SHALL  BE  SUBJECT  TO 
THE  PROVISIONS  OF  GENERAL  LAW 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows: 

SECTION  1.  Chapter  71  of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended,  is  hereby  further  amended  by 
inserting  after  section  16H  the  following  new  section:- 

SECTION  16H!4.  Except  as  otherwise  provided  in  this  section,  the  provisions  of  sections 
fourteen  to  sixteen  I,  inclusive,  shall  apply  to  regional  school  districts,  whether  organized 
and  established  under  the  provisions  of  special  laws  or  otherwise,  which  include  one  or 
more  cities  and  to  proposals  for  establishing  such  regional  school  disticts.  As  used  in  this 
section,  "city"  shall  include  a  town  which  has  a  town  council  form  of  government. 

With  respect  to  cities  which  are  members  or  proposed  members  of  a  regional  school 
district,  the  following  words  in  sections  fourteen  to  sixteen  H  shall  have  the  following 
meanings: 

(a)  "town"  shall  include  city; 

(b)  "board  of  selectmen,"  "selectmen,"  "chairman  of  the  selectmen,"  and  "moderator" 
shall  mean  the  manager  in  a  city  which  has  a  manager,  and  in  any  other  city,  the  mayor; 

(c)  "town  clerk"  and  "town  treasurer"  shall  mean  city  clerk  and  city  treasurer, 
respectively;  and 

(d)  "town  meeting"  shall  mean  meeting  of  the  council  except  that  for  purposes  of  the 
eighth  sentence  of  clause  (n)  of  section  sixteen,  "town  meeting  for  the  election  of  town 
officers"  shall  mean  city  election. 

The  provisions  of  section  fifteen  requiring  a  vote  by  printed  ballot  shall  not  apply  in  any 
city. 


11 


SECTION  2.  Chapter  518  of  the  acts  of  1958  is  hereby  repealed. 

SECTION  3.  Chapter  330  of  the  acts  of  1960  is  hereby  repealed. 

SECTION  4.  Chapter  697  of  the  acts  of  1962  is  hereby  repealed. 

SECTION  5.  Chapter  703  of  the  acts  of  1962  is  hereby  repealed. 

SECTION  6.  Chapter  489  of  the  acts  of  1963  is  hereby  repealed. 

SECTION  7.  Chapter  568  of  the  acts  of  1964  is  hereby  repealed. 

SECTION  8.  Chapter  751  of  the  acts  of  1965  is  hereby  repealed. 

SECTION  9.  Chapter  513  of  the  acts  of  1966  is  hereby  repealed. 

SECTION  10.  Chapter  94  of  the  acts  of  1967  is  hereby  repealed. 

SECTION  11,  Chapter  156  of  the  acts  of  1967  is  hereby  repealed. 

SECTION  12.  Chapter  428  of  the  acts  of  1971  is  hereby  repealed. 

SECTION  13.  Chapter  545  of  the  acts  of  1972  is  hereby  repealed. 

SECTION  14.  Nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  deemed  to  affect  in  any  way  the  validity  of  the 
organization  and  establishment  of  any  regional  school  district  heretofore  organized  and 
described  in  section  I6HV2  of  chapter  71  of  the  General  Laws,  as  inserted  by  section  1  of  this 
act,  or  of  the  regional  school  district  agreement  and  any  amendments  thereto  then  in 
effect  for  such  district. 

SECTION  15.  The  regional  district  school  committee  of  any  regional  school  district 
which  includes  a  city  or  a  town  which  has  a  town  council  form  of  government,  whether 
such  district  was  established  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  seventy-one  of  the  General 
Laws  or  of  any  special  law  heretofore  in  effect,  may  by  a  majority  vote  of  its  entire 
membership  make  an  amendment  to  its  agreement  for  the  purposes  hereinafter  set  forth. 
Such  amendment  may  make  technical  changes  in  any  provisions  required  to  conform  the 
agreement  to  the  provisions  of  sections  fourteen  to  sixteen  I  of  chapter  seventy-one  of  the 
General  Laws  or  to  the  form  of  government  of  such  city  or  town. 

SECTION  16.  This  act  shall  take  effect  on  July  1, 1983. 
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IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  NINE  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-THREE 


AN  ACT       to  provide  for  transfer  of  school 

RECORDS  OF  PRIVATE  SCHOOL  STUDENTS 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows: 

SECTION  1.  Chapter  71  of  the  General  Laws  is  hereby  amended  by  inserting  after 
section  34F,  the  following  new  section:- 

SECTION  34C.  In  the  event  that  any  private  educational  institution,  providing  a  course 
of  studies  through  the  twelfth  grade  level,  ceases  operation,  the  owner  or  administrators 
shall  transfer  transcripts  of  ail  students  or  former  students  for  safekeeping  to  the 
department  of  education.  Provided,  however,  in  the  case  of  any  students  who  are 
transferring  to  another  private  or  public  educational  institution,  such  student's  records 
shall  be  transferred  to  the  school  the  student  will  be  attending,  rather  than  to  the 
department.  The  department  may  upon  request  of  any  former  student  of  an  educational 
institution,  which  has  transferred  transcripts  pursuant  to  this  provision,  provide  him/her 
with  a  copy  of  his/her  transcript. 

For  the  purposes  of  this  section  a  transcript  is  defined  as  the  documentary  record  or 
records  which  contain  the  name,  address  and  phone  number  of  the  student;  his/her 
birthdate;  name,  address  and  phone  number  of  parent  or  guardian,  course  titles,  grades 
(or  the  equivalent  when  grades  are  not  applicable),  course  credit,  grade  level  completed, 
and  the  year  completed.  The  educational  institution  shall  be  responsible  for  limiting  the 
student  record  information  transmitted  to  the  department  solely  to  that  required  to  be 
contained  in  the  transcript. 

SECTION  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  passage,  and  shall  only  apply  to  educational 
institutions  which  cease  operation  after  the  effective  date  of  this  act. 
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IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  NINE  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-THREE 


AN  ACT       relative  to  the  support  of  public 

EDUCATION 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows: 

SECTION  1.  Chapter  70  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  section  6,  as  most  recently 
amended  by  chapter  261  of  the  acts  of  1980,  and  by  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  following 
section :- 

SECTION  6.  The  aid  paid  to  any  city,  town,  regional  school  district  or  independent 
vocational  school  under  this  chapter  in  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  thirtieth,  nineteen 
hundred  and  eighty-three  shall  not  be  less  than  one  hundred  and  seven  percent  of  the 
amount  due  said  city,  town,  regional  school  district  or  independent  vocational  school 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  thirtieth,  nineteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine  under  the 
provisions  of  this  chapter.  This  amount  shall  be  termed  the  "chapter  seventy  minimum 
guarantee  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  thirtieth,  nineteen  hundred  and  eighty-three." 

In  the  fiscal  years  ending  June  thirtieth,  nineteen  hundred  and  eighty-four  through  June 
thirtieth,  nineteen  hundred  and  ninety-three  inclusive,  the  chapter  seventy  minimum 
guarantee  of  any  city,  town,  regional  school  district  or  independent  vocational  school  shall 
be  the  chapter  seventy  minimum  guarantee  of  such  city,  town,  regional  school  district  or 
independent  vocational  school  in  the  preceding  fiscal  year  less  an  amount  equal  to  ten 
percent  of  the  chapter  seventy  minimum  guarantee  for  such  city,  town,  regional  school 
district  or  independent  vocational  school  in  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  thirtieth,  nineteen 
hundred  and  eighty-three. 

Provided  further,  however,  that  in  no  fiscal  year  shall  the  school  aid  percentage,  as 
defined  in  section  two  of  this  chapter,  of  any  city,  town,  regional  school  district  or 
independent  vocational  school  equal  less  than  fifteen  percent. 
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IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  NINE  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-THREE 


AN  ACT       relative  to  the  sale  or  lease  of  a 

SCHOOL 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows: 

SECTION  1.  Chapter  645  of  the  Acts  of  1948,  as  amended,  is  hereby  further  amended  by 
adding  after  section  9A  thereof  a  new  section  9B,  to  read  as  follows:  - 

SECTION  9B.  If  a  city,  town,  county  or  regional  school  district  which  is  receiving  grant 
payments  pursuant  to  section  nine  on  account  of  an  approved  school  project  sells  or  leases 
all  or  any  part  of  said  project,  except  for  the  lease  of  surplus  space  in  a  school  in  actual  use, 
the  commission  shall,  as  of  the  time  of  such  sale  reduce  or  terminate  the  remaining  grant 
payments,  and  at  the  time  of  such  lease,  reduce  the  remaining  grant  payments, 
commencing  with  the  next  following  fiscal  year,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  provided  in  this 
section: 

(a)  In  the  event  of  a  lease,  the  amount  of  the  grant  payment  in  each  year  during  the  term 
of  such  lease  shall  be  reduced  by  an  amount  equal  to  fifty  percent  of  the  net  proceeds  of 
said  lease  payable  in  such  year  to  the  city,  town,  county  or  regional  school  district, 
provided  that  the  annual  payments  to  the  city,  town,  county  or  regional  school  district  shall 
not  be  reduced  by  more  than  fifty  percent,  and  the  grant  balance  shall  be  reduced  each 
year  by  the  sum  of  the  amount  of  the  annual  payment  actually  made  and  the  amount  by 
which  the  otherwise  scheduled  annual  payment  was  reduced. 

(b)  In  the  event  of  a  sale,  the  commission  shall  calculate  the  aggregate  amount  of  the 
remaining  grant  payments  and  shall  deduct  therefrom  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sale,  but  not 
more  than  one  hundred  percent  of  such  aggregate  amount  of  remaining  grant  payments. 

Provided,  however,  that  if  the  commission  determines  that  the  net  sale  proceeds  are 
inordinately  low,  the  commission  shall,  on  the  basis  of  at  least  one  appraisaf,  deduct  from 
such  aggregate  amount  of  remaining  grant  payments  an  amount  equal  to  the  reasonable 
net  sale  proceeds  as  determined  by  it,  but  not  more  than  one  hundred  percent  of  the 
aggregate  amount  of  remaining  grant  payments. 

The  net  proceeds  of  any  sale  or  at  least  fifty  percent  of  the  net  proceeds  of  any  lease  by  a 
city,  town,  county,  or  regional  school  district  of  an  approved  school  project,  except  for  the 
lease  of  surplus  space  in  a  school  in  actual  use,  shall  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  principal 
and  interest  on  the  outstanding  indebtedness,  if  any,  incurred  for  constructing  such 
project  and  coming  due  within  one  year  from  the  date  of  receipt  of  such  net  proceeds.  Any 
amount  in  excess  of  such  principal  and  interest  payments,  if  any,  shall  be  transferred  to  the 
general  funds  of  the  city,  town,  county  or  regional  school  district  as  of  the  date  of  their 
receipt  and  shall  be  available  for  appropriation  for  any  purpose,  notwithstanding  the 
provisions  of  section  sixty-three  of  Chapter  forty-four  of  the  General  Laws. 

Each  city,  town,  county  and  regional  school  district  which  sells  or  leases  an  approved 
school  project  on  account  of  which  it  is  receiving  grant  payments  pursuant  to  section  nine 
shall  report  such  sale  or  lease  to  the  commission  in  the  form  and  manner  and  within  the 
time  prescribed  by  the  commission. 
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IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  NINE  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-THREE 


AN  ACT       relative  to  certain  persons  enrolled 

IN  VOCATIONAL  EDUCATION  PROGRAMS 


Be  if  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows: 

SECTION  1.  Chapter  15A  of  the  General  Laws,  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  the  first 
paragraph  of  section  7,  as  most  recently  amended  by  section  190  of  chapter  351  of  the  acts 
of  1981,  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  following  paragraph:- 


SECTION  7.  There  shall  be  a  scholarship  program  administered  by  the  board  of  regents 
for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  aid  and  assistance  to  students  domiciled  in  the  Common- 
wealth and  enrolled  in  and  pursuing  a  program  of  higher  education  in  any  approved 
public  or  independent  college,  scientific  or  technical  institution,  or  any  other  approved 
institution  furnishing  a  program  of  higher  education,  or  to  students  domiciled  in  the 
Commonwealth  and  enrolled  in  and  pursuing  a  program  of  post-secondary  vocational 
education  in  a  public  school  and  paying  a  tuition  fee.  Such  aid  and  assistance  shall  consist 
of  the  awarding  of  full  or  partial  scholarships  to  worthy  and  qualified  students  in  need  of 
financial  assistance;  provided  that  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than  twenty-five  percent  of 
the  total  amount  of  scholarships  awarded  in  any  one  year  shall  be  allotted  to  students  at 
institutions  of  higher  education  supported  by  the  Commonwealth  and  at  public  schools; 
provided,  further  that  students  shall  be  ineligible  to  receive  such  aid  and  assistance  if  they 
are  enrolled  at  an  institution  of  higher  education  located  within  a  state  which  excludes 
from  the  benefits  of  any  general  scholarship  program  which  that  state  provides  residents  of 
that  state  who  are  enrolled  at  institutions  of  higher  education  located  within  the  Common- 
wealth. The  board  of  regents  shall  award  such  scholarships  and  notify  all  applicants  on  or 
before  July  first  in  each  year.  The  board  of  regents  is  authorized  to  guarantee  the  payment 
of  such  full  or  partial  scholarships  to  twenty-five  students  annually  of  extra-ordinary  need 
and  ability  selected  in  the  tenth  or  eleventh  grades  by  persons  or  agencies  designated  by 
said  board  under  such  regulations  as  the  board  shall  deem  necessary.  Said  scholarships,  to 
be  known  as  the  Christian  A.  Herter  Memorial  Scholarships,  shall  be  guaranteed  to  the 
student  at  the  time  of  his  selection;  provided,  however,  that  he  satisfactorily  completes 
high  school  and  is  enrolled  in  and  pursuing  a  program  of  higher  education  in  any  approved 
public  or  independent  college,  scientific  or  technical  institution  or  any  other  approved 
institution  furnishing  a  program  of  higher  education,  or  is  enrolled  in  and  pursuing  a 
program  of  post-secondary  vocational  education  in  a  public  school  and  paying  a  tuition 
fee,  and  shall  be  payable  from  general  scholarship  funds  at  the  time  of  his  matriculation. 
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SECTION  2.  Chapter  74  of  the  General  Laws,  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  section 
8,  as  most  recently  amended  by  chapter  730  of  the  acts  of  1970,  and  inserting  in  place 
thereof  the  following  section:- 

SECTION  8.  A  town  where  a  person  resides  who  is  admitted  to  the  school  of  another 
town  under  section  seven  shall  pay  a  tuition  fee  to  be  fixed  by  the  commissioner  under  the 
direction  of  the  state  board,  and  in  default  of  payment  shall  be  liable  therefore  in  contract 
to  such  other  town.  If  an  approved  vocational  school  established  by  a  regional  school 
district  accepts  a  student  who  resides  in  a  town,  other  than  a  member  town  of  said  district, 
which  does  not  maintain  such  a  vocational  school,  the  town  in  which  such  student  resides 
shall  pay  a  tuition  fee  to  be  fixed  by  the  regional  district  school  committee  and  approved  by 
the  commissioner  under  the  direction  of  the  state  board. 


SECTION  3.  Said  chapter  74  is  hereby  further  amended  by  inserting  after  section  8  the 
following  section:- 

SECTION  8V2.  Any  city  or  town  which  accepts  this  section  by  vote  of  its  school 
committee  shall  not  be  required  to  pay  the  tuition  of  any  student  under  the  provisions  of 
section  eight  if  such  student  is  enrolled  in  a  post-secondary  vocational  program,  except  as 
provided  in  sections  38  through  40,  inclusive,  of  this  chapter. 

SECTION  4.  Said  chapter  74  is  hereby  further  amended  by  inserting  after  section  37A  the 
following  sections:- 

SECTION  38.  The  commissioner  under  the  direction  of  the  state  board  may  approve 
non-degree  granting  vocational  education  programs  at  the  post-secondary  level.  In 
making  his  decision  the  commissioner  shall  take  into  consideration  the  availability  of 
similar  training  opportunities  at  the  secondary  and  public  regional  community  college 
levels. 

Upon  the  vote  of  the  school  committee  or  board  of  trustees  of  any  industrial,  technical, 
or  vocational  school,  tuition  and  other  related  fees  may  be  charged  to  students  residing  in 
its  city,  town  or  regional  school  district  admitted  to  approved  post-secondary  vocational 
education  programs  in  an  amount  not  to  exceed  that  charged  at  a  public  regional 
community  college  and  approved  by  the  commissioner  under  the  direction  of  the  state 
board. 

SECTION  39.  A  student  who  resides  in  a  city  or  town  which  does  not  offer  approved 
vocational  education  programs  at  the  post-secondary  level  may,  upon  the  approval  of  the 
commissioner  under  the  direction  of  the  state  board  be  admitted  to  such  program  in 
another  city,  town  or  regional  district.  In  making  his  determination  the  commissioner  shall 
take  into  consideration  the  opportunities  for  free  vocational  training  where  the  applicant 
resides,  the  preparation,  aptitude  and  previous  record  of  the  applicant,  and  other  relevant 
circumstances,  including  the  level  of  state  assistance  to  such  program.  Tuition  and  other 
related  fees  shall  be  charged  to  a  student  admitted  under  this  provision  in  an  amount 
equivalent  to  that  charged  at  a  public  regional  community  college  and  approved  by  the 
commissioner  under  the  direction  of  the  state  board. 
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SECTION  40.  A  city,  town,  regional  school  district  or  independent  vocational  school 
admitting  students  under  section  39  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  state  aid  under  the 
provisions  of  this  section,  subject  to  appropriation,  the  state  treasurer  shall,  upon 
certification  by  the  commissioner  of  education,  annually  pay  on  or  before  November 
twentieth  to  each  city,  town,  regional  school  district  or  independent  vocational  school  an 
amount  computed  as  follows: 


The  difference  between  the  approved  tuition  charges,  and  the  sum  of  student  tuition 
and  fees  and  additional  school  aid  received  under  chapter  70  on  account  of  students 
admitted  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  section  39. 

If  in  any  fiscal  year  the  commissioner  determines  that  the  amount  of  state  aid  available 
under  this  provision  is  insufficient  to  pay  the  full  entitlements  hereunder,  each  city  or  town 
in  which  a  person  resides  who  is  admitted  as  a  student  to  a  program  under  section  39  shall 
pay  tuition  fee  on  account  of  such  student.  Said  tuition  fee  shall  be  set  by  the 
commissioner,  equal  to  the  amount  of  such  insufficiency  per  student  and  shall  be  paid  in 
the  succeeding  fiscal  year  to  the  city,  town,  regional  school  district  or  independent 
vocational  school  accepting  said  student,  and  in  default  of  payment  a  city  or  town  shall  be 
liable  therefore  in  contract. 

SECTION  41.  All  receipts  from  tuition  and  other  related  fees  shall  be  paid  to  the  school 
committee  or  board  of  trustees  of  the  city,  town,  regional  school  district  or  independent 
vocational  school  admitting  students  under  sections  38  and  39  of  this  chapter,  and  shall  be 
deposited  with  the  treasurer  of  the  city,  town,  regional  school  district  or  independent 
vocational  school  and  held  as  a  separate  account  The  receipts  held  in  such  separate 
account  may  be  expended  by  said  school  committee  or  board  of  trustees  without  further 
appropriation  for  general  educational  purposes. 

SECTION  5.  Section  6  of  chapter  70  of  the  General  Laws,  as  added  by  section  70b  of 
chapter  367  of  the  acts  of  1978,  is  hereby  further  amended  by  removing  the  period  at  the 
end  of  the  first  sentence  and  inserting  thereafter  the  following:- 

and  also  excluding  therefrom  reimbursements  for  tuition  fees  for  students  who  are 
admitted  to  programs  under  sections  38  and  39  of  chapter  74. 
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